
 

May 31, 2019 
 
Dear Kellar Parents and Guardians, 
 
As summer is winding down, it is time to start thinking about school again!   Hopefully your family 
found time to read, relax, and maybe even “get away” for a while.  I am excited about the upcoming 
school year!  Our teachers and staff have been busy this summer in trainings and staff 
development activities. We have many new ideas and materials to help our students excel! 
 
Kellar has been a busy place this summer.  Our custodians have been working hard to get the 
building and grounds looking great.  Have you seen the Kellar Community Garden lately?  The 
vegetables and flowers our students planted in the spring have really taken off!  Thanks to the work 
of our volunteers, we are looking forward to an abundant harvest this year.  Stop by and enjoy. 
 
We will use the Journeys reading program in grades 2-4 this year.  We are excited about the 
wonderful learning opportunities this program offers our students! 
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/journeys#about  
 
Kellar is excited to operate our own before and after school Latchkey Program again this year. 
Information and registration forms are available on our website at www.peoriapublicschools.org/kellar  or at 
the school.  We think you’ll love it! 
  
There will be several changes in staff this year.  Mr. Wright and Mrs. Heltzel retired.  Mr. Tapling 
will be working in Washington this year.  Mrs. Martin will be the new principal of Washington Gifted 
School.  Mrs. Beneventi and Mr. Corpuz will be at Richwoods High School.  Mrs. Lewellyn will 
be the Instructional Coach for Kellar/Charter Oak/Northmoor.  Mrs. Lisa Sutton will be our new 4th 
grade teacher.  She is coming to us from Charter Oak Primary.  Mrs. Ana Zeisel will be our school 
secretary this year.  Mrs. Bousky and Mrs. Bixby will teach 3rd grade, and Mrs. Olson will teach 
PE.  Mr. Bob Martin is our Head Custodian and Mr. Jesus Barriga is our evening custodian. 
 
Kellar continues to partner with our community to provide opportunities for our students.  This year 
we will continue working with Family Core to have Mrs. Joanna Kenser at Kellar as our Family–
School Liaison.  She will work closely with teachers, students, and families to provide children the 
assistance they need both in school and in the community.  We will also continue our partnership 
with LOOK!  It’s My Book!  They will donate one new book to every Kellar student six times 
throughout the school year!  We will also continue to partner with Glen Oak Christian Church to 
offer Weekend Snack Packs for our students.  What amazing generosity! 
 
Backpack Peoria is just around the corner!  Join us at the Dream Center on Saturday, July 27 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM to receive a free backpack full of school supplies, receive free school 
uniform shirts, and learn about the many services offered by Peoria Public Schools and community 
organizations.  Arrive early before supplies run out! 
 
Please take note of activities coming up in the next few weeks at Kellar.   

 Online registration for returning District students opens on July 11th. Families should login 
to Family Access after July 11 and complete the registration steps by clicking on the “Online 
Enrollment Verification” link on the main screen. This link will be available on each student’s 
screen within the family.   

https://www.hmhco.com/programs/journeys#about
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/kellar


 

 Our Run with Reading check-in will be Wednesday, July 30 from 
6:00-7:00.  Come join us for prizes and treats.  This summer LOOK!  It’s My Book! will join 
us to give free books to every child who attends!   

 New student registration will be July 25 and August 7 from 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM and 
August 10 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  

 We will post class lists on Friday, August 9 at 4:00.   

 All students and parents are invited to Open House on Tuesday, August 13 from 5:00-
6:00.  Drop off supplies, find your desk, meet your teacher, see your new classmates, and 
receive important information about the school year. 

 As a reminder, several of our students have peanut & tree nut allergies. Please follow 
your teachers’ guidelines for safe snacks, cold lunch, and handwashing procedures. You 
can find more information about our policy in our handbook at www.peoriapublicschools.org/kellar 

 
We will start the year on Back to School Schedule.  From August 14 through August 30 students 
will attend from 8:30-2:30. Breakfast, lunch, and latchkey will all begin August 14th.  Parents will be 
able to pay book fees (if you have not already paid online) and are invited to stay for the PTO 
Boohoo/Yahoo coffee that morning once the children are safely in their classrooms.  Our regular 
8:30-3:30 schedule will resume September 3rd after Labor Day.  We look forward to great 
collaboration and learning this year!   
 
At Kellar, we take pride in our tradition of academic excellence!  For our students to continue to 
receive the best educational opportunities possible, our staff and families need to continue to work 
as a team.  A positive relationship between home and school is critical to children’s attitudes and 
achievement.  Good communication is an absolute necessity.  Please do not hesitate to make an 
appointment with your child’s teacher or myself if you have questions or concerns.  Read the 
teachers’ newsletters and notes carefully.  I will send home a monthly newsletter as well.  The first 
principal’s newsletter will be sent home Tuesday, September 3, 2019. 
 
Please be sure your contact information is up-to-date on Skyward Family Access so that you 
receive important electronic and voice messages as the beginning of school approaches. 
 
If you have any other questions, call Kellar at 693-4439 and access our website at 
www.peoriapublicschools.org/kellar 

 
We are safe, we are responsible, and we are respectful because WE ARE KELLAR! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kendall D. Turner 
Principal 

 
Our Mission: Kellar Primary School seeks to create a challenging learning environment that establishes high expectations for success through developmentally 
appropriate instruction that allows for individual differences and learning styles. Our school promotes a safe, orderly, caring, and supportive environment. Each 

student’s self-esteem is fostered by positive relationships with students and staff. We strive to have our parents, teachers, and community members actively involved 
in our students’ learning. 

 
Our Vision: Every student is a life-long learner who is a responsible, productive and engaged citizen within the global community. 

http://www.psd150.org/kellar
http://www.psd150.org/kellar

